ARIZONA STATE VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD 
1740 W. ADAMS ST., SUITE 4600, PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85007 
PHONE (602). 364-1 PET (1738) FAX (602) 364-1039 
VETBOARD.AZ.GOV 


COMPLAINT INVESTIGATION FORM. 


If there is an issue with more than one.veterinarian please file a 
separate Complaint investigation Form for each veterinarian: 


PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE 


FOR OFFICE USE ONLY; 


Date Received: OG ; oll, of0.A/ Case-Number: 2d.- 4 mA 


A. THIS COMPLAINT IS FILED AGAINST THE FOLLOWING: 


Name of Veterinarian/CVvT: Simon Escalada : 
Premise Name: Nogales Veterinary Clinic 


Premise Address: 1283 N. Grand Ave. 


city: Nogales State: AZ Zip Code: 85621 
Telephone: (520) 287-2888. 


B. INFORMATION REGARDING THE INDIVIDUAL FILING COMPLAINT*: 
Name: Grant Siviey 


' Y Pee to 
Home Telephone: Cell ‘cle iD 


*STATE LAW REQUIRES WE HAVE TO DISCLOSE YOUR NAME UNLESS WE CAN SHOW THAT DISCLOSURE WILL 
RESULT IN SUBSTANTIAL HARM TO YOU, SOMEONE ELSE OR THE PUBLIC PER A.R.S. § 41-1010. IF YOU HAVE 
REASON TO BELIEVE THAT SUBSTANTIAL HARM WILL RESULT IN DISCLOSURE OF YOUR NAME PLEASE PROVIDE 
COPIES OF RESTRAINING ORDERS OR OTHER DOCUMENTATION. 


C. PATIENT INFORMATION (1): 
Name: N/A 
Breed/Species::: 


‘Age: Sex: : Color: 


PATIENT: INFORMATION: (2): 
Name: N/a 


Breed/Species: 
Age: ‘Sex: _ cat Color: 


D. VETERINARIANS WHO HAVE PROVIDED:CARE TO THIS PET FOR THIS ISSUE: 
- Please:provide the name, :address:and phone number-for each veterinarian. 


N/a , 


WITNESS INFORMATION: 
Please. provide the name;,:address and phone number of:-each witness that has - 


direct knowledge regarding this-case. 
Grant Sivley, address and phone number above 


Attestation of Person Requesting:Investigation 


_By. signing this form,:| declare that the information contained herein is true 
and accurate:to the best of. my knowledge. Further,| authorize the release of 
any ‘and:all medical ‘records or information necessary to complete the 

investigation: of this: case. : 


Signature: L tant Ou dy 


Date: 10/25/21 


F. ALLEGATIONS and/or CONCERNS: 
Please provide all information that you feel is relevant to the complaint. This 
portion must be either typewritten or clearly printed in ink. 
| am a pharmacy intern at Tucson Medical Center. As a part of my job at TMC | was 
completing a medication reconcilliation with the wife of Simon. After | obtained a list, | 
called their pharmacy to verify the list. The pharmacy could not provide records of the 
medications they stated. When | went back to check with the patient, her husband 
Simon, stated that he had given his wife multiple medications from his veterinary clinic 
in Nogales. He reported taking, fluoxetine, gabapentin and methocarbamol from his 
Clinic to provide pharmaceutical care for his wife. 


Rev 8.14.17 


Dear Board Member, 


| am responding to a complaint made by a technician at TMC in Tucson. My 
wife had cervical surgery L1-L4. She has been in pain for over a month and still has 
pain, my wife also had a fall 5 month ago and had a fractured Lumbar vertebra 
and is in constant pain. She had a kyphoplasty to correct the problem. She suffers 
from depression and has had fibromyalgia for years. The Pandemic has only 
complicated her situation. All her medication were recommended by different 
doctors and our nurse practitioner who just passed away. The Medication that 
this tech complained about was not put down on her pre-surgical admission It 
was a mistake by her. | have practiced for 48 years, | was on the Veterinary board 


in the early 80’s. | have gone through 2 liver transplant and still practicing. | 
imagine self-prescribing is common amongst practitioners. | avoid the hassle of 


the pharmacy and get a better price. If | did anything wrong, please notify me. 


foe Lah Uy 


Simon Escalada 


VICTORIA WHITMORE 
- EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR - 


DOUGLAS A. DUCEY 
- GOVERNOR - 


ARIZONA STATE VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD 
1740 W. ADAMS ST., STE. 4600, PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85007 
PHONE (602) 364-1-PET (1738) ¢ FAX (602) 364-1039 
VETBOARD.AZ.GOV 


INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION REPORT 


TO: Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board 
FROM: Investigative Division 
RE: Case: 22-42 


Complainant(s): Grant Sivley 
Respondent(s): Simon Escalada, DVM (License: 0881) 


SUMMARY: APPLICABLE STATUTES AND RULES: 
Complaint Received at Board Office: 10/26/21 Laws as Amended August 2018 
Board Discussion: 1/19/22 (Lime Green); Rules as Revised 


September 2013 (Yellow). 


Complainant alleges Respondent provides prescription only medications to his wife. 
Respondent does not dispute the allegation. 


22-42, SIMON ESCALADA, DVM 


PROPOSED ‘FINDINGS of FACT’: 


1. Complainant stated that he is a pharmacy intern at Tucson Medical Center. Upon 
completing a medication reconciliation with Respondent's wife, he called to verify the 
prescriptions from their pharmacy. The pharmacy could not provide the records of the 
medication Respondent's wife reported she was taking. 


2. Complainant checked with Respondent's wife to verify the information regarding -her 
prescriptions and was told by Respondent that he had given his.wife multiple medications from 
his veterinary premises. The medications Respondent provided to his wife were: 

a. Fluoxetine; 

b. Gabapentin; and 

c. Methocarbamol. 


3. According to Respondent, his wife has multiple health issues which have been complicated 
by the pandemic and the death of their nurse practitioner. The medications Complainant: 
complained about was not put down on his wife's per-surgical admission, which was a mistake 
by her. Respondent commenied that he imagines self-prescribing is common among 
practitioners. He avoids the hassle of the pharmacy and gets a better price. 


The information contained in this report was obtained from the case file, which includes the 
complaint, the respondent's response, any consulting veterinarian or witness input, and any 
other sources used fo gather information for the investigation. 


Tracy A. Riendeau, CVT 
Investigative Division 
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BEFORE THE ARIZONA STATE VETERINARY MEDICAL. 
EXAMINING BOARD 


IN THE MATTER OF: CASE No.: 22-42 
{| SIMON ESCALADA, DVM ) ORDER DENYING RESPONDENT’S 
HOLDER OF LICENSE No. 0881 ) MOTION FOR REHEARING OR 
) REVIEW 


FOR THE PRACTICE OF VETERINARY 
MEDICINE IN THE STATE OF ARIZONA, 


) 
) 
) 
RESPONDENT. 


BACKGROUND. 


On June 10, 2022, the Arizona State Veterinary. Medical Examining Board’ 


: ("Board") received Respondent's Motion for Rehearing. or Review (“Motion”) 


regarding the.Board Order.dated May:27, 2022. This matter came before the 
Board for review, discussion, and action on June 15, 2022. Respondent was 
present for the proceeding. After considering all:the evidence:and.arguments 
submitted by Respondent, the Board voted:to:deny Respondent's Motion. 

~ ORDER 


Respondent’s Motion for a Rehearing..or Review is DENIED. The Boara’s 


May 27, 2022 Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order are now: 


effective and constitutes the Board's final administrative order. 


RIGHT TO APPEAL TO‘SUPERIOR COURT 
This determination is a final adjudication. Please be :advised. that, 
according to A.R.S. § 32-2241(I), decisions of the Board are subject to judicial 


review pursuant to Title 12, Chapter:7, Article 6. The Respondent in this matter 


22-42 Simon Escalada, DVM 
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may file a complaint for judicial review in the Superior Court for the county in 


which the party resides within thirty-five (35) days after the date the Board 


Order is mailed to the party's last known address. 


ISSUED this 20" day of June 2022 at Phoenix, Arizona 


Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining 
Board 


James Loughead 
Chair 


L ‘4 
Victoria Whitmore, Executive Director 


By: 


Original of the foregoing filed this 20" day of Gene , 2022 
with the: 


Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board 
1740 W. Adams Sireet, Ste. 4600 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 


Copy of the foregoing sent by certified, return receipt mail 
this _ Zof day of Qin. , 2022 to: 


Simon Escalada, DVM 
Address on file 


‘Respondent 


Board Staff 


22-42 Simon Escaiada, DVM 
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BEFORE THE ARIZONA STATE VETERINARY MEDICAL 


EXAMINING BOARD 
IN THE MATTER OF: ) Case No.: 22-42 
) 
SIMON ESCALADA, DVM ) FINDINGS OF FACT, 
HOLDER OF LICENSE No. 0881 ) CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
) AND ORDER 


FOR THE PRACTICE OF VETERINARY 
MEDICINE IN THE STATE OF ARIZONA, 


) 
) 
) 
RESPONDENT. 

The Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board ("Board") 
considered this matter at its public meeting on April 20, 2022. Simon Escalada, 
DVM ("Respondent") appeared on his own behalf for an Informal Interview that 
was held pursuant to the authority vested in the Board by A.R.S. § 32-2234{A). 
After due consideration of the evidence, the arguments and the applicable 
law, the Board voted to issue the following Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law 
and Order ("Order"). 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Respondent is the holder of License No. 0881 and is therefore authorized 
to practice the profession of veterinary medicine in the State of Arizona. 

2. Complainant stated that while completing a medication reconciliation at 
Tucson Medical Center with Respondent's wife, he called to verify the 
prescriptions from their pharmacy. The pharmacy could not provide the records 
of the medication Respondent's wife reported she was taking. 

3. Complainant checked with Respondent's wife to verify the information 


regarding her prescriptions and was told by Respondent that he had given his 


22-42, Simon Escalada, DVM 


w 


wife multiple medications from his veterinary premises. The medications 
Respondent provided to his wife were: 

a. Fluoxetine; 

b, Gabapentin; and 

c. | Methocarbamol. 

4, According to Respondent, his wife has multiple health issues which have 
been complicated by the pandemic and the death of their nurse practitioner. 
Respondent testified that he thought self-prescribing and dispensing was 
common among practitioners. He further testified that he dispensed 
medications to his wife in order to avoid the hassle of the pharmacy and to 
obtain better prices. ° 


§. Respondent does no? dispute the allegations. 


CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

6. The conduct and circumstances described in the Findings of Fact above, 
constitutes a violation of A.R.S. § 32-2232 (15) Distribution of prescription only 
drugs for other than legitimate purposes. 

7. The conduct and circumstances described in the Findings of Fact above, 
constitutes a violation of A.R.S. § 32-2232 (26) Prescribing or dispensing any 
prescription drugs In the absence of a valid veterinary client patient 
relationship. 

ORDER 
Based upon the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law it is 


ORDERED that Respondent's License, No. 1360 be placed on PROBATION for a 


22-42, Simon Escalacda, DVM 
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period of one (1) year, subject to the following terms and conditions that shail 


be completed within the Probationary period. 


2s 


ad 


IT IS ORDERED THAT Respondent shall. provide written proof satisfactory to the 
Board thet he has.completed three (3) hours of continuing education (CE); 
hours earned in compliance with this order shall not be used for licensure 
renewal. ‘Respondent.shall satisfy these three (3) hours by atfending:CE In the 
area of Veterinary Client Patient Relationships and/or Medical Record 
Keeping. Respondent.shall submit written verification of attendance to the 
Board for-approval: 

IT IS ORDERED THAT Respondent shall provide written proof satisfactory tothe 


Board that'he has completed three (3) hours of continuing education (CE); 


hours earned in compliance with this order shail not be used for licensure 


renewal. :Respondent shall satisfy these three (3) hours by attending CE in 
the area of Prescription Drugs. Respondent shall-submit written verification of 


attendance to the Board for.approval. 


. IT 1S ORDERED THAT Respondent review the Arizona Veterinary Practice Act 


and. submit a written summary to the Board on or before the end of the 


Probationary period. 


. IT IS ORDERED THAT respondent shall attend’ a meeting of the Arizona 


Veterinary Medical Examining Board ‘to observe the Initial Investigative 
Reviews and Informal Interviews. 
All continuing education to be completed for this Order shall be 
pre-approved by the Board. Respondent shall submit to the Board a-written 
outline regarding how he plans to satisfy the requirements in paragraphs 1 


andi 2 for its approval within sixty.(60} days of the effective date of this Order. 


22-42, Simon Escolada, DVM 
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|TA.A.C. R3-11-904. If a motion :for rehearing ‘or review is not filed, .the Board’ 


Order becomes final 35 days after it.is mailed to'Respondent. Respondent is 


The outline shall include CE-course details:including; name, provider, date(s), 
hours of CE to be earned, and.a brief course summary. 

6.:Respondent ‘shall obey all federal, state and local laws/rules governing the 
practice of veterinary: medicine in this state. 

7. Respondent shall bear all costs of complying with:this Order. 

8. This Order is conclusive evidence .of the matters described and may be 


considered by the Board In determining an appropriate. sanction in the: 


term: of this Order, the Board may, after opportunity for Informal Interview or 
Formal Hearing, take. any other appropriate disciplinary action authorized by 
law, including suspension or revocation of Respondent's license. 

‘NOTICE OF APPEAL RIGHTS 


Respondent is hereby notified that he has the right to request a rehearing 


days afier the date of mailing to Respondent. See.A.R.S. § 41-1092.09. Th 


motion must set forth legally sufficient reasons for granting. a rehearing or review, 


further notified that: failure to file a motion for rehearing or-review has the effec 


‘lof prohibiting judicial review of the Order, according to A.R.S. § 41-1092.09(B) | 


and A.R.S..§ 12-904, et seq. 
Dated this_Z7"*_ day of Dajay._, 2022. 


Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board 
Jim.Loughead 
Chairman 


event a subsequent violation occurs. in the event Respondent violates.any |. 


or-review of the Order by filing a motion with the Board's Executive Directoy. 


within 30:days after service of this Order. Service of the Order.is effective five) 


22-42, Simon Escalada, DVM 
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By: 
Victorid Whitmore, Executive Director 


Original of the foregoing filed this_Z 7" day of Muy. 2022 
with the: 


Arizona State Veterinary 
Medical Examining Board 
1740 W. Adams St., Ste. 4600 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 


Copy of the foregoing sent by certified, return receipt mail 
this_27° day of Tig , 2022 to: 

Simon Escalada, DVM 

Address on file 

Respondent 


By: ‘ 
Board Staff 


22-42, Simon Escalada, DVM 
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